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WOMEN’S HEALTH SERVICES — WHITE RIBBON DAY 

Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [12.23 pm]: On 
4 November I visited Women’s Health Services located in Northbridge. The visit was arranged by Ms Vivienne 
Pillay, a member of my Multicultural Advisory Group. Women’s Health Services was established in 1977 and 
manages the Multicultural Women’s Advocacy Service, which is a case management service, and the Domestic 
Violence Advocacy Service, which is a crisis service. 

Women’s Health Services has informed me that one in three Western Australian women will be a victim of 
physical or sexual violence in her lifetime and that violence against women and their children costs the 
Australian economy more than $15.1 billion annually. I was also informed that 42 per cent of Domestic Violence 
Advocacy Service clients are from ethnic backgrounds. In relation to domestic violence services, women from 
ethnic backgrounds face significant barriers due to low English literacy levels, pressure from families and 
limited understanding of Australian laws. Their situation is compounded because past overseas experiences 
make many women fear government authorities, and perpetrators often make false threats of deportation, making 
women with children particularly vulnerable. 

We know that domestic violence is not limited to ethnic groups; however, I make a particular note of the 
challenges facing women from ethnic backgrounds because White Ribbon Day is being commemorated today. 
The White Ribbon campaign is the first male-led campaign to end violence against women. White Ribbon Day 
encourages all members of the community, especially men, to take a stand against violence. Following White 
Ribbon Day, the Multicultural Women’s Advocacy Service will launch the “Hand in Hand We Stand — Life 
After Domestic Violence” DVD on Friday, 27 November at the Perth Town Hall. 

I acknowledge Ms Vivienne Pillay of my Multicultural Advisory Group and the staff at Women’s Health 
Services for their leadership and commitment to women from culturally diverse backgrounds 
 


